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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08CAIRO524. 
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FM  AMEMBASSY  CAIRO 

TO  RHEHAAA/WHITE  HOUSE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  8558 
INFO  RUEHXK/ ARAB  ISRAELI  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 
RHMFISS/HQ  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 
RHMFISS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 
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STATE  FOR  S AND  NEA/FO 
WHITE  HOUSE  FOR  OVP 
DOD  FOR  OSD 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 3/16/28 

TAGS:  PARM  PREL  PGOV  MASS  MARR  PTER  IS  EG  XF 

SUBJECT:  SCENESETTER  FOR  MINDEF  TANTAWI ' S VISIT  TO  THE  U.S.  MARCH  24-28REF:  A.  CAIRO  452  B.  CAIRO  488  C.  CAIRO  507CAIRO  00000524  001.2  OF  002 
Classified  By:  Ambassador  Francis  Ricciardone  for  reasons  1.4  (a)(b)&(d). 

f.  1 . (S)  Summary:  Defense  Minister  Field  Marshal  Mohamed  Tantawi  will  travel  to  Washington,  Tampa,  and  Chicago  March  24-28.  He  will  meet  senior 
f2 . (S)  Border  Control:  Egyptian  effectiveness  in  preventing  arms  smuggling  into  Gaza  is  essential  to  stopping  Palestinian  rocket  fire  into  Isi 

13.  (C)  The  Egyptians  insist  that  they  are  committed  to  do  all  they  can  to  stop  smuggling  into  Gaza.  They  acknowledge  the  threat  that  Hamas  pos 

14.  (S)  With  Tantawi  we  should  acknowledge  that  the  counter-tunneling  technology  that  we  will  introduce  this  summer  will  contribute  to  interdic 

15.  (S)  Civil  Defense:  The  Red  Sea  ferry  accident  in  February  2006  embarrassed  the  Mubarak  government  and  cost  more  than  1000  lives.  Tantawi  wi 
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planned  for  spring  and  fall  2008,  and  inviting  GOE  officials  to  a civil  defense  symposium  at  the  Army  War  College  this  fall. 

16.  (S)  Peacekeeping:  Egypt  has  contributed  to  all  UN  and  AU  peacekeeping  efforts  in  Africa,  and  is  sending  1300-1400  troops  for  the  UN/AU  Miss 

17.  (S)  Reform:  In  the  cabinet,  where  he  still  wields  significant  influence,  Tantawi  has  opposed  both  economic  and  political  reforms  that  he  pe 
1.8.  (S)  Washington  interlocutors  should  be  prepared  to  meet  an  aged  and 

change-resistant  Tantawi.  Charming  and  courtly,  he  is,  nonetheless  mired  in  a post-Camp  David  military  paradigm  that  has  served  his  cohort's  ns 


